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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

IV 2430379

SUBJECT: SAMUEL ALDAMA
DEPUTY SHERIFF
EMPLOYEE #531565

DATE OF INCIDENT: OCTOBER 2,2015

DATE OF DEPARTMENT KNOWLEDGE: OCTOBER 2,2015

ALLEGATIONS

It is alleged Subject Samuel Aldama, while off duty on October 2, 2015,
brought discredit to himself and the Department when he intervened in a
criminal investigation/traffic stop involving police officers from the Orange
Police Department, and former Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff Mizrain
Orrego. Subsequent investigation revealed that Subject Aldama
knowingly made misleading statements to the arresting officers, as well
IAB investigators during the Administrative Investigation.

o Manual of Policy and Procedures section 3-01/00013, Professional Conduct-
Core Values

o Manual of Policy and Procedures section 3-01/O30.05, General Behavior

SUMMARY OVgý /IEWOF INCIDENT

On October 2, 2015, former Deputy Sheriff Mizrain Orrego was arrested for driving
under the influence (DUI) of alcohol by Orange Police Department Officers. During the
DUI investigation, Subject Aldama drove up to the scene and at some point he was
contacted by officers at the scene. During Subject Aldama's conversation with the
officers, Subject Aldama told officers that he had called Compton station, and that
units were responding. Subject Aldama also told officers that he was at the “Tilted Kilt”
to celebrate someone's promotion. Subject Aldama’s statements were captured on a
dash cam recording device.

As a result of Mizrain Orrego’s arrest, an Administrative Investigation was conducted.
Subject Aldama was later interviewed twice as a witness by Internal Affairs Bureau

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 1 of 2 IV 2430379
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
SHERlFFôS DEPARTMENT

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

IV 2430379

SUBJECT: SAMUEL ALDAMA
DEPUTY SHERIFF
EMPLOYEE #531565

DATE OF INCIDENT: OCTOBER 2, 2015

DATE OF DEPARTMENT KNOWLEDGE: OCTOBER 2, 2015

ALLEGATIONS

it is alleged Subject Samuel Aldama, while off duty on October 2, 2015,
brought discredit to himself and the Department when he intervened in a
criminal investigation/traffic stop involving police officers from the Orange
Police Department, and former Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff Mizrain
Orrego. Subsequent investigation revealed that Subject Aldama
knowingly made misleading statements to the arresting officers, as well
IAB investigators during the Administrative Investigation.

o Manual of Policy and Procedures section 3-O1/000.13, Professional Conduct-
Core Values

0 Manual of Policy and Procedures section 3-O1/030.05, General Behavior

SUMMABY OVERVIEW oj|_=_ INCIDENT
On October 2, 2015, former Deputy Sheriff Mizrain Orrego was arrested for driving
under the influence (DUI) of alcohol by Orange Police Department Officers. During the
DUI investigation, Subject Aldama drove up to the scene and at some point he was
contacted by officers at the scene. During Subject Aldamaôs conversation with the
officers, Subject Aldama told officers that he had called Compton station, and that
units were responding. Subject Aldama also told officers that he was at the "Tilted Kiltò
to celebrate someones promotion. Subject Aldamaôs statements were captured on a
dash cam recording device.

As a result of Mizrain Orrego's arrest, an Administrative Investigation was conducted.
Subject Aldama was later interviewed twice as a witness by Internal Affairs Bureau

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 1 of 2 IV 2430379
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(IAB), and as a subject, after the investigation revealed that he made misleading
statements t0 the Orange Police Department officers and iAB investigators.

During the IAB witness interview [Exhibit A] on February 24, 2017, Subject Aldama
admitted to telling officers that he was at the “Tilted Kilt” restaurant for someones
promotion, but in this interview he admitted that nobody in fact had been promoted.
Subject Aldama also stated he did not recall seeing anyone from Compton Station at
the “Tilted Kilt” restaurant. He also admitted that he did not call Compton Station as
he initially told officers.

During the IAB witness interview [Exhibit B] on April 13, 2017, Subject Aldama
admitted that he told officers that someone had promoted, but in this interview he
again admitted that no one had been promoting.

On August 14, 2017, Subject Aldama was interviewed as a subject by Lieutenant
Joseph J. Williams of Compton Station. During the interview, Subject Aldama viewed
dash cam audio and video footage [Exhibit C] of Mizrain Orrego’s traffic stop. Subject
Aldama confirmed that he told the officers he had called Compton Station and that
patrol units were responding. He later also admitted that he never called Compton
Station, and that no units were responding.

Deputy Orrego’s arresting officer, Lucia Zvonaru, was interviewed as a witness in the
original investigation (lV2390151), her interview transcript is included with this
investigation as Exhibit D.

Lastly, Subject Aldama acknowledged that he made a poor decision and he expressed
remorse for his actions.

INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 2 of 2 IV 2430379

LOCKETT V. COLA DEF_COLA 1339

CONFIDENTIAL--DISCLOSURE LIMITED BY PROTECTIVE ORDER
ókw \-r

(IAB), and as a subject, after the investigation revealed that he made misleading
statements to the Orange Police Department officers and IAB investigators.

During the IAB witness interview [Exhibit A] on February 24, 2017, Subject Aldama
admitted to telling officers that he was at the ñTilted Kiltò restaurant for someoneôs
promotion, but in this interview he admitted that nobody in fact had been promoted.
Subject Aldama also stated he did not recall seeing anyone from Compton Station at
the ñTilted Kiltò restaurant. He also admitted that he did not call Compton Station as
he initially told officers.

During the IAB witness interview [Exhibit B] on April 13, 2017, Subject Aldama
admitted that he told officers that someone had promoted, but in this interview he
again admitted that no one had been promoting.

On August 14, 2017, Subject Aldama was intenriewed as a subject by Lieutenant
Joseph J. Williams of Compton Station. During the interview, Subject Aldama viewed
dash cam audio and video footage [Exhibit C] of Mizrain Orregoôs traffic stop. Subject
Aldama confirmed that he told the officers he had called Compton Station and that
patrol units were responding. He later also admitted that he never called Compton
Station, and that no units were responding.

Deputy Orregoôs arresting officer, Lucia Zvonaru, was interviewed as a witness in the
original investigation (lV2390151), her interview transcript is included with this
investigation as Exhibit D.

Lastly, Subject Aldama acknowledged that he made a poor decision and he expressed
remorse for his actions.
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CASE #: lV2430379

SUBJECT INTERVIEW

DEPUTY SAMUEL ALDAMA

Williams: We're on tape. Today’s date is August 14*“, 2017. lt’s approximately
1013 hours. I’m Lieutenant Williams, Compton Sheriff's Station. We’re
here conducting an interview on IAB Case Number 2430379. Just for
housekeeping purposes prior to going on tape Samuel we had you read
and sign a Subject Admonition Fonn, is that correct?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: Did you read the form?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: And you understood it’?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: And you signed?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: As well we had you, I, I read to you a video admonishment form, did you
understand the form?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: And did you sign it?

Aldama: Yes, sir.

Williams: We’re gonna watch a video here shortly but we're gonna, we’ll turn the
tape off but just for housekeeping purposes I'll have everybody inside the
room introduce themselves. So we’ll start with Samuel.

Aldama: Samuel Aldama, last name A-L-D-A-M-A.

Marangell: Adam Marangell, M-A-H-A-N-G-E-L-L attorney

Kim: Alex Kim.

Williams: Employee number?

CASE If: IV2430379 Page ‘l of 15 ALDAMA
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CASE #2 lV2430379

SUBJECT INTERVIEW

DEPUTY SAMUEL ALDAMA

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Marangell:

Kim:

Williams:

We're on tape. Todayôs date is August 14*ñ, 2017. ltós approximately
1013 hours. lôm Lieutenant Williams, Compton Sheriff's Station. Weôre
here conducting an interview on IAB Case Number 2430379. Just for
housekeeping purposes prior to going on tape Samuel we had you read
and sign a Subject Admonition Fonn, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Did you read the form?

Yes, sir.

And you understood it?

Yes, sir.

And you signed?

Yes, sir.

As well we had you, I, I read to you a video admonishment form, did you
understand the form?

Yes, sir.

And did you sign it?

Yes, sir.

We're gonna watch a video here shortly but we're gonna, weôll turn the
tape off but just for housekeeping purposes I'll have everybody inside the
room introduce themselves. So weôll start with Samuel.

Samuel Aldama, last name A-L-D-A-M-A.

Adam Marangell, M-A-H-A-N-G-E-L-L attorney

Alex Kim.

Employee number?

CASE #: IV2430379 Page óI of 15 ALDAMA
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Garrido:

Williams:
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Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:
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459097.

Joe Garrido, 406261.

And Lieutenant Joe Garrido is inside the room he's just observing. He's
one of our new Watch Commanders here at the station, he's going to
observe the interview.

Correct, that's fine.

SO basically we're going to go over Adam, well, sorry Sam you were
interviewed twice on this particular, about this particular incident correct?

Yes, sir.

At that time you were interviewed as a witness. So today is going to be
your third interview but you’re going to be interviewed as a subject and
that's because during the first two interviews some of your answers led us
to have to bring you in as a subject and get further explanation. So you're
just going to be interviewed on the general nature of an incident that
occurred October 2m‘, 2015, okay?

Yes, sir.

All right, so we're gonna turn the tape off take a look at the video and then
we'll start again and I'll ask you a couple questions okay? Just relax. If
you want to take a break, you want to go to the bathroom, just say so and
we'll get it going, all right?

Yes, sir.

All right. So we're back on tape it's approximately 10:29. We watched a,
Samuel we watched a dash cam video Of an incident that occurred
October 2"“, do you remember that?

Yes, sir.

Did you recognize your voice on the, on the tape?

Yes, sir.

So we'll start with the, with the questioning here. If you would, just in the
beginning, just give me a quick rundown of your department history. What
have you done?

Page 2 of 15 ALDAMA
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459097.

Joe Garrido, 406261.

And Lieutenant Joe Garrido is inside the room he's just observing. He's
one of our new Watch Commanders here at the station, he's going to
observe the interview.

Correct, that's fine.

So basically we're going to go over Adam, well, sorry Sam you were
interviewed twice on this particular, about this particuiar incident correct?

Yes, sir.

At that time you were inten/iewed as a witness. So today is going to be
your third interview but you're going to be interviewed as a subject and
that's because during the first two interviews some of your answers led us
to have to bring you in as a subject and get further explanation. So you're
just going to be inten/iewed on the general nature of an incident that
occurred October 2"ñ, 2015, okay?

Yes, sir.

All right, so we're gonna tum the tape off take a look at the video and then
we'll start again and I'll ask you a couple questions okay? Just relax. If
you want to take a break, you want to go to the bathroom, just say so and
we'll get it going, all right?

Yes, sir.

All right. So we're back on tape it's approximately 10:29. We watched a,
Samuel we watched a dash cam video of an incident that occurred
October 2"ò, do you remember that?

Yes, sir.

Did you recognize your voice on the, on the tape?

Yes, sir.

So we'll start with the, with the questioning here. if you would, just in the
beginning, just give me a quick rundown of your department history. What
have you doneó?

CASE #: IV2430379 Page 2 of 15 ALDAMA
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Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:

Aldama:

Williams:
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Sir, well I'm currently here assigned to Compton Station. Prior to this
approximately seven years at Men's Central Jail, sir, and prior to that the
academy, sir.

And when, what's your date of hire?

Date of hire was October 2"“, of 2007, sir.

And how long have you been here at Compton?

I've been here approximately two years and a half, sir.

Do you know an individual named Mizrain Orrego?

Yes I do, sir.

How do you know him?

I worked custody with him and we came out together training here at
Compton Station.

So this incident that we're talking about involves Mizrain, he's the one that
stopped on the traffic stop, correct?

Yes, sir.

And what's, what's your relationship with him?

Well, he's my radio car partner, sir.

All right and you guys were partners how long’?

A little bit over a year, sir.

So as I said before you were interviewed twice on this incident okay, and
you have a copy of your transcripts correct?

Yes, sir.

Did you get a chance to read those transcripts?

Yes, sir.

So at any time during this interview if you have a question about one of
your answers from your previous interviews, refer to your transcripts
okay?
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Sir, well I'm currently here assigned to Compton Station. Prior to this
approximately seven years at Men's Central Jail, sir, and prior to that the
academy, sir.

And when, what's your date of hire?

Date of hire was October 2"ñ, of 2007, sir.

And how long have you been here at Compton?

I've been here approximately two years and a half, sir.

Do you know an individual named Mizrain Orrego?

Yes I do, sir.

How do you know him?

I worked custody with him and we came out together training here at
Compton Station.

So this incident that we're talking about involves Mizrain, he's the one that
stopped on the traffic stop, correct?

Yes, sir.

And what's, what's your relationship with him?

Well, he's my radio car partner, sir.

All right and you guys were partners how long?

A little bit over a year, sir.

So as I said before you were interviewed twice on this incident okay, and
you have a copy of your transcripts correct?

Yes, sir.

Did you get a chance to read those transcripts?

Yes, sir.

So at any time during this interview if you have a question about one of
your answers from your previous interviews, refer to your transcripts
okay?
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Yes, sir.

All right. So I'm gonna go over some information here. So on October
2"“, 2015 a department employee Mizrain Orrego was stopped and
detained by police officers from Orange PD. During that investigation it
was learned that you were a witness to that incident, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

On February 24, 2017 this year you were interviewed as a witness by
investigators from Sheriff's Department Internal Affairs Bureau commonly
known as IAB, correct?

Yes, sir.

The investigators were named Sergeant John Adams and Sergeant Fton
Ftidley, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

During that interview you answered questions about what you witnessed
and your involvement in the incident. Yes?

Yes, sir.

Then you were interviewed again October, I'm sorry, April 13"‘ of this year.

Yes, sir.

Basically by the same two people? Or was this...?

Same, same two people.

Same two and it involved follow up questions from your first interview
correct?

Yes, sir.

Let's start on the evening of October 2"“. You went to a restaurant called
the Tilted Kilt, correct?

Yes, sir.

If you would, go to your transcripts, the second set of transcripts, page
three. Down towards the bottom. Okay, so let me ask you why did you go
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Yes, sir.

All right. So I'm gonna go over some infomwation here. So on October
2"ñ, 2015 a department employee Mizrain Orrego was stopped and
detained by police officers from Orange PD. During that investigation it
was learned that you were a witness to that incident, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

On February 24, 2017 this year you were inten/iewed as a witness by
investigators from Sheriff's Department Internal Affairs Bureau commonly
known as IAB, correct?

Yes, sir.

The investigators were named Sergeant John Adams and Sergeant Fton
Ftidley, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

During that inten/iew you answered questions about what you witnessed
and your involvement in the incident. Yes?

Yes, sir.

Then you were interviewed again October, I'm sorry, April 13"ó of this year.

Yes, sir.

Basically by the same two people? Or was this...?

Same, same two people.

Same two and it involved follow up questions from your first interview
correct?

Yes, sir.

Let's start on the evening of October 2"ñ. You went to a restaurant called
the Tilted Kilt, correct?

Yes, sir.

If you would, go to your transcripts, the second set of transcripts, page
three. Down towards the bottom. Okay, so let me ask you why did you go
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to the Tilted Kilt? Well, let me do this. At the bottom of yourtranscripts on
page three, at the bottom of the transcript Sergeant Adams asked, “So
when you told Officer, I don't know how you pronounce her name, Vana...

Marangell: Officer Z will be fine.

Williams: Officer Z, that it was a friend promoting to Sergeant, were you certain
that's what was going on? And you answered, ‘Well, I mean it was, it was
just a question. I have to say yes." Was there a promotion party that
night?

Aldama: I don't think it was a promotional party, sir.

Williams: What type of party did you think it was?

Aldama: It was just a gathering probably.

Williams: Just a gathering for, a gathering for who?

Aldama: For someone, I, I didn't, I don't know who it was. But it was a gathering.

Williams: Was it a gathering for personnel from Compton Sheriff's Station?

Aldama: I believe so, sir.

Williams: You believe so?

Aldama: But I’m not, I'm not sure whose it was, sir.

Williams: So why did you go?

Aldama: I went just like I said for a gathering, sir, but when I arrived there was, I
don't know if it was going on, it was probably done by then or something.

Williams: So in a portion of the video you told the officer that it was a promotion
party but you weren't sure.

Aldama: I wasn't sure if it was a promotional party.

Williams: You believed there was just some sort of gathering and that's why you
went?

Aldama: Yeah, some, some sort of gathering, probably I, I chose the wrong
promotion word, sir. It was just a gathering, sir.

Williams: Do you know an individual named Lieutenant Mitry?
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My \wó

to the Tilted Kilt? Well, let me do this. At the bottom of your transcripts on
page three, at the bottom of the transcript Sergeant Adams asked, ñSo
when you told Officer, I don't know how you pronounce her name, Vana...

Officer Z will be fine.

Officer Z, that it was a friend promoting to Sergeant, were you certain
that's what was going on? And you answered, óWell, I mean it was, it was
just a question. I have to say yes." Was there a promotion party that
night?

I don't think it was a promotional party, sir.

What type of party did you think it was?

It was just a gathering probably.

Just a gathering for, a gathering for who?

For someone, I, I didn't, I don't know who it was. But it was a gathering.

Was it a gathering for personnel from Compton Sheriff's Station?

I believe so, sir.

You believe so?

But I'm not, I'm not sure whose it was, sir.

So why did you go?

I went just like I said for a gathering, sir, but when I arrived there was, I
don't know if it was going on, it was probably done by then or something.

So in a portion of the video you told the officer that it was a promotion
pa|'ty but you weren't sure.

I wasn't sure if it was a promotional party.

You believed there was just some sort of gathering and that's why you
went?

Yeah, some, some sort of gathering, probably I, I chose the wrong
promotion word, sir. It was just a gathering, sir.

Do you know an individual named Lieutenant Mitry?
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Yes, sir.

How do you know Mitry?

I know Mitry because he's the, he was the Watch Commander.

Here at Compton Sheriff's Station?

At Compton Sheriff's Station, sir.

So October 2"“ that night at the Tilted Kilt, at any time that evening did you
see or talk to Lieutenant Mitry?

I don't remember talking to Lieutenant Mitry, sir.

Do you remember seeing him there at the event?

No, sir.

Do you know an individual named Mark Lopez?

Mark Lopez? I believe he was a sergeant here as well, sir.

You believe or?

He was a sergeant here at Compton Station at one point, sir.

So once again October 2"“, that night did you see or talk to Mark Lopez at
all?

I don't remember seeing or talking to Mark Lopez, sir.

We watched a video the very first segment is the initial traffic stop. When
did you first observe the patrol car from Orange PD?

I want to say as I was nearing the intersection I saw a vehicle behind rne.

Was that vehicle parked off to the side or anything or you were just driving
and you, when you were in the intersection and you saw a vehicle behind
you?

Yes, sir, I'm driving and, and it might have been some more vehicles but it
appeared it came out from somewhere. And it was just...l'm not even
sure from where but it was, it was fast.
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Yes, sir.

How do you know Mitry?

I know Mitry because he's the, he was the Watch Commander.

Here at Compton Sheriff's Station?

At Compton Sheriff's Station, sir.

So October 2"ñ that night at the Tilted Kilt, at any time that evening did you
see or talk to Lieutenant Mitry?

I don't remember talking to Lieutenant Mitry, sir.

Do you remember seeing him there at the event?

No, sir.

Do you know an individual named Mark Lopez?

Mark Lopez? I believe he was a sergeant here as well, sir.

You believe or?

He was a sergeant here at Compton Station at one point, sir.

So once again October 2"ñ, that night did you see or talk to Mark Lopez at
all?

I don't remember seeing or talking to Mark Lopez, sir.

We watched a video the very first segment is the initial traffic stop. When
did you first observe the patrol car from Orange PD?

I want to say as I was nearing the intersection I saw a vehicle behind me.

Was that vehicle parked off to the side or anything or you were just driving
and you, when you were in the intersection and you saw a vehicle behind
you?

Yes, sir, I'm driving and, and it might have been some more vehicles but it
appeared it came out from somewhere. And it was just...|'m not even
sure from where but it was, it was fast.
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